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Due to the COVID-19 VIRUS, the 2020 convention for this year has been cancelled.  

John Phillips is working with the venue in Grapevine, Texas to reschedule it for 2021.  

I will forward any new details and dates as I get the information.   

  

FOBA CONVENTION FOR 

2020 HAS BEEN 

CANCELLED 



¿QUE PASO ? 2 Summer 2020 

Published three times a year 
¿ Que Paso ? is the Official Journal of 

The Fraternal Order of Border Agents. 

 
OFFICERS 

 
PRESIDENT 

 
Paul Herring 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 

 
James Kuykendall 

 
SECRETARY 

 
Arne Flores 

 
TREASURER 

 
Bruce Stock 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Dick Braziel(Ex Officio) 

Gilberto Hinojosa 
Jim Bradley 

John Nattinger 
Harvey Varenhorst 

 
EDITOR 

 
Jeanne Ham 

elraton59@verizon.net 
 

WEBMASTER 
Arne Flores 

 MrHDHawg@aol.com 
www.borderrats.com/index.html 

 

SEND YOUR 2020 DUES TO: 

 

BRUCE STOCK, TREASURER 

10702 DUTTON DRIVE 

LA MESA, CA 91941 

$20 per year per person 

 

 

FROM MY LITTLE HACIENDA 

 

I hope this finds everyone safe and well.  My, 

how our world has turned inside out this year.  

And not for the best.  I try to keep up with all 

the news but have to shut down and gather my 

senses once in a while.    I have done more cook-

ing, gardening, purging in this past 5 months 

that I have done in years…..as I am sure a lot of 

you all have too.   

I have been on one quilt retreat since this Chi-

nese Virus hit.  We generally have 14 attend, 

but were limited to 7 this time.  Still had a good 

time, but was not the same when half of the 

group could not go.  I doubt that any of the oth-

er retreats scheduled for this year will happen.  

Hopefully, we will get back to some type of new 

normal soon.   

Kelly and Luke are doing good.  He is working 

and actually loves his job.  Kelly is back to 

work.  She was pretty sick with a pulmonary 

issue that the doctor was not treating her for.  

Her regular doctor finally got her on track and 

she is doing much better. She was tested twice 

for the virus and, thankfully, both came back 

negative.   

I sent out an email earlier with a list of past due 

accounts attached.  The list only addressed 

those past due, but there were a few added on to 

the list that had paid and show a positive bal-

ance.  So sorry for the confusion.  So, if you 

have any questions regarding the lateness or if 

you have updated your dues and we do not 

show that transaction please get a hold of me 

and/or Bruce Stock and we will fix the issue.   

I hope you all have a good summer and stay 

safe.  I hope we can all meet again next April. 

 

Jeanne 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Hello, fellow Rats.  Hope you and your families are well and healthy. I know we are all 

suffering from cabin fever. Hopefully, a vaccine is in the cards for the near future. 

 

Our first floor flooded from a water leak and the whole 1st floor had to be replaced. We 

have been making do camped out in upstairs master bedroom. Should be finished in 

about 12 more working days. Hopefully, it will be completed  

 

Because of the cancellation of the 2020 reunion, some FOBA business and some elec-

tions had to be postponed.  Maybe we will have to consider  doing some emergency 

business online.  It’s not provided for in the by-laws.  Day by day, we will get it 

done.  These are difficult times for all of us.     We may consider a late fall board of di-

rectors meeting to pick up some of the slack going into 2021 conference. 

 

I have been in touch with John Phillips. He has advised that all the deposits made for 

the 2020  conference are safe in a bank account. You can choose to apply your money 

to the 2021 Conference, or, John will be happy to send it back to you. Just notify him if 

you want a refund. 

 

John Phillips has been in touch with the hotel for the purpose of having a cancellation 

clause in the event that a COVID vaccine is not available in time for the 2021 confer-

ence.  Here’s hoping. 

 

For something to do while you’re hunkered down, you may go on YouTube.com. Use 

Cudabait1 as keyword. You’ll pull up about 15 years of underwater videos Ann and I 

have made over the years.  You can see the difference as camera technology im-

proved.  Apologies for not having newer.  We’ve had to cancel all our trips for 

awhile,  bummer. 

 

Here’s wishing you all continued good health and fair weather. Abrazos a todos! 

 

Paul D. Herring 

President FOBA 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Greetings All, 

 

By now everyone should have been advised that the 2020 Dallas Conference has been postponed until 

April 2021, God willing. In going through the membership and FOBA dues it is apparent that many people 

are in the rears, 101 Members. So please send me your dues for this year and last year for those who have 

not done so. It would nice to be caught up prior to next April. 

 

That being said the Board of Directors, which includes all of the present officers, unanimously voted to 

drop any and all members who have not paid their dues for three consecutive years. Just to be clear if you 

are paid up and a "Member in Good Standing" there is a a 2021 following your name. Yes, as in the past I 

know there are a few who have maybe paid but not recorded. It has always been the rule (?) that dues 

should be paid in January of the year and many pay in advance and are up to date.  So please check your 

records and forward your payment to of $20 per year, made out to F.O.B.A. to: 

 

Bruce Stock 

10702 Dutton Dr 

La Mesa, CA 91941 

(619) 857-1919 

 

Thank you and Be Safe. 

B. Stock, Treasurer 

s 
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VERNON VINING 

HANN 
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WILLIAM MICHAEL ALDRIDGE OCTOBER 14, 1940 – MAY 31, 2020 

Steve Cummings wrote: 

“I am sorry to report the passing of William Michael Aldridge. On May 31, 2020, 

Mike lost his year-long battle with cancer. 

Mike was a DEA and prior Customs Agent who started his career in 1967. He re-

tired in 1995 when he became the Chief of Police in Charles Town, W.V. Mike had 

served in Los Angeles, Honolulu, Brasilia, Bogota, and DEA HQs including Inter-

national Training, Operation Snowcap, and the Cannabis desk. In 2005 he and 

his wife Cristina relocated to Myrtle Beach, SC. 

He is survived by his wife Cristina and three adult children. At his request, there 

was no funeral. 
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QUALIFICATIONS FOR FOBA MEMBERSHIP 

REGULAR:  A REGULAR Member shall have the right to one vote and shall have the right to hold office.   To be eligible to be a 
Regular Member, a person shall: 
(a) Have been an 1811 Agent in a Federal investigative service and assigned to and living on the Mexican Border for a period of at least three years;  or 

(b) Have been an 1811 Agent in a Federal investigative service  for a period of at least three years  and currently assigned to a post of duty on the Mexican 

Border in an 1811 position;  or 

(c)  Have been a Federal law enforcement officer assigned to, and living on the   Mexican Border for a period of at least three years, 
and currently serving in an 1811 Agent position;  or 
(d) Have had,   or currently has,   direct supervisory responsibility for the US/Mexico Border law enforcement activities of the 1811 
Agents of a Federal investigative service. 
 

ASSOCIATE:  To be eligible to be an ASSOCIATE Member, a person shall: 

(a) Have been an 1811 Agent in Federal service or have been in a comparable position in the State or Local employment sector and on many occasions 

conducted criminal investigations with a federal law enforcement office on the U.S./Mexico Border;  or 

(b) Be the spouse of a Regular Member in good standing;1   or 

(c) Be the surviving spouse of a deceased Federal criminal investigator who met the eligibility requirements for Regular Membership. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE:                Regular____________                      Associate_____________ 

NAME:_______________________, _____________________, ____________________ 

             (last)                                     (first)                                    (middle) 

SPOUSE’S FIRST NAME: ____________________                 MEMBER? Yes ____  No ____ 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________ 

                                    ____________________________,_________        _____________ 

                                        (city)                                                   (state)                (zip) 

DATE OF BIRTH: ____/____/____                              SSN: ______-____-_______ 

                                            

PHONE:  Home  (___)___-_______     Business (___)___-_______   Fax (___)___-__________E-mail_____________________                  

BUSINESS TITLE:__________________________________________________________ 

Periods of service, posts of duty and GS-1811 positions held for Regular Membership, or qualifying positions in which served for Associate Membership:  

BE EXPLICIT OR APPLICATION WILL BE RETURNED. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant authorizes the Fraternal Order of Border Agents, Inc. to conduct such inquiries as it deems necessary to determine Membership eligibility. 

______________________________________________              _________________, 

Signature                                                                                                        Date 

Referred by:___________________________________________________________________ 

Please send completed application with check for $40.00 (includes $20.00 initiation fee and $20.00 annual dues). Enclose an additional $20.00 if you wish your 

spouse to become an Associate Member. 

Mail completed application and your check payable to FOBA to: 

          FOBA, c/o Dick Braziel, P O Box 3526, Waco, TX  76707 

                                                        E-mail    aaarebelinc@aol.com 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: 

Approved:______     Disapproved: ________                    Date: ____________ 

Record entered: ____/____/_____                    Membership package sent:  ____/____/____ 
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     CHANGE OF ADDRESS/CORRECTION FORM 
   MAIL TO: FOBA,  3628 County Road 4708, Sulphur Springs, TX 

75482-1802 

· NAME: 

· OLD ADDRESS:  

· NEW ADDRESS:  

: HOME PHONE: (     )  _____________________ WORK: (     )  ____________ _  

 

  
?QUE PASO?  
3628 County Road 4708 

Sulphur Springs, TX 75482-1802 

 

Address Service Requested  
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